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WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY 

Statement by Minister for Seniors and Ageing 

MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston — Minister for Seniors and Ageing) [9.04 am]: I rise to inform the house 
that tomorrow is World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. It is a day for communities around the world to highlight 
the issue of elder abuse and to take action to raise awareness. 

Yesterday, I hosted the inaugural Western Australian elder abuse summit. Over 40 stakeholders and experts from 
the seniors and ageing space met to share their expertise to help develop the state government’s approach to 
addressing the issue. Elder abuse encompasses any action within a relationship of trust that causes harm or distress 
to an older person. Elder abuse is most commonly in the form of financial abuse, but is also often through emotional 
or psychological torment, neglect or other exploitation. As hard as it is to imagine, the majority of instances of 
elder abuse are perpetrated by a family member. 

Yesterday’s summit was about closing the gap between understanding the problem, recognising when abuse is 
occurring and taking action to stop it. The three discussion questions were: how can we make elder abuse 
prevention everyone’s business in WA; how can we do things differently to address elder abuse whilst building 
on the strengths of our existing services; and how can we encourage older people and their caregivers to seek 
assistance when they recognise they are experiencing elder abuse? This work will complement my 
department’s work as co-chair, alongside the federal government, of the group assembling the national plan to 
combat elder abuse. 

I am grateful to all the summit’s guests for their commitment to elder abuse prevention and for sharing their time 
and knowledge yesterday. After listening to discussions at the summit and taking note of the key issues raised, we 
will now investigate what priority actions the government can implement to help tackle the growing scourge of 
elder abuse. If members would like to receive awareness-raising materials or information on support services for 
those experiencing elder abuse, please contact my office. 
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